
Quick Guide to Researching Stanford’s History:  

 

1) Start at the stanford libraries website: https://library.stanford.edu. For this exercise, let’s 

try to find resources regarding the destruction of the ROTC office at Stanford in May 

1968 as part of the protests against the Vietnam War.  

 

2) Search for “rotc  

 
3) Under catalog, click on “see all 20 results” 

 
4) Click on “resource type” tab to see whether there are archival materials available.  

https://library.stanford.edu/


 
Interesting. There are 5 sound recordings. It turns out these are oral histories conducted with 

participants in the protest.  

5) Scroll down to result 12, Keni Washington 

 
 

6) To learn more about this resource, click the blue “more…” button.  

 



 
 

7) A video comes up which allows you to watch/listen to the oral history.  

 
 

8) See the context section on the left side of the page to see whether this material is part of 

a special collection. In this case, the interview is part of a collection on black alumni 

histories. You may find other materials of interest in that collection.  



 
 

 

Check out the materials in the Stanford digital archives 

 

1) Visit this site: https://guides.library.stanford.edu/c.php?g=1173230 

 

https://guides.library.stanford.edu/c.php?g=1173230


 
 

Stanford also has a special digital exhibit on activism at Stanford.  

 

1) Visit this exhibit: https://exhibits.stanford.edu/activism.  

 
2) Click on “browse by group or event.” Scroll down to the page for the Vietnam War.  

https://exhibits.stanford.edu/activism


 
3) Alternatively, use the search feature. Search for “rotc Stanford” 

 

 
4) All kinds of materials come up. Below see a radical student publication from 1970. You 

can read it right on the website.  

 



 

 
 

5) You can also find a helpful timeline on student activism in the 1960s here: 

https://exhibits.stanford.edu/activism/feature/1960s 

 

 
 

You can also search for archival materials that are unavailable online but available at the 

reading room in the Bing Wing.  

 

https://exhibits.stanford.edu/activism/feature/1960s


1) Go to the Online Archive of California 

 

 
 

2) Search for ROTC  

 

 
3) Limit your search to Stanford archival material 

 

 



 



4) Some materials will be available online. For example, you can access recordings from 

anti-ROTC protests below.  

 

 
 

5) Other materials are not available online, but you can request to view them at the library. 

In this case, you will see “No online items” under get items.  

 

 
 



Alternatively, you could check out the archives of the Stanford Daily, which go all the 

way back to its founding.  

 

1) Go to https://archives.stanforddaily.com.  

 
 

2) Search for ROTC 1968. You can use the date range to refine the search to get articles 

from 1968. One of the articles that comes up describes the police clearing protesters 

from the ROTC building at San Francisco State.  

 

 

 
 

https://archives.stanforddaily.com/

